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Gesell, Buhler and others. This study has fully confirmed the
view which I (among others; ventured to suggest even six years
ago, namely that, in the first two years, the course of development
is fluctuating and unstable, and prediction of future achievement
from apparent ability in that period is not fully reliable. Bayley
does not accept Gesell's view of the predictability of later develop-
ment from the achievements of the child in the first two years.
Her curves show considerable fluctuation in the first two years,
these fluctuations becoming less marked, until at about two years
development becomes much more stable, and prediction begins
to be possible. Under two years the child is so sensitive to his
experiences, and his emotional attitudes are so unstable, that his
course of development cannot be fully relied upon to run smooth.
At the moment, another ambitious piece of team-work is going
on at the Institute of Child Welfare at Berkeley, investigating
the various aspects of development in adolescence. A group
of boys and girls have now been studied for six years or so, from
the age of eleven onwards, with regard to physical, mental, social
and intellectual development, the appearance of the secondary
sexual characters, the successive phases of behaviour in home and
school, and many other points. A wealth of important new facts
regarding adolescent growth, and the inter-relation of the various
aspects in the history of individuals, is likely to result.
I want now to speak very briefly of fundamental advances
made by means of the technique of psycho-analysis. Psycho-
analytical research is, of course, essentially genetic in its approach,
involving the study of a child's behaviour over a long period;
and it is always concerned with the specific responses to this and
that and the other situation, as well as to the general setting of
his life; but, above all, it is concerned with the meaning of the
child's experiences to himself.
In the last six or seven years, the chief advances in this field,
mainly the work of Melanie Klein and Joan Riviere, have been
in the direction of deepening our understanding of (i) the child's
early love tendencies, early sympathy and identifications with his
parents; (2) the complex interplay of love and hate tendencies
in the earliest days, and the immensely varied modes of con-
trolling, deflecting and diffusing the love and hate tendencies; and
(3} the study of the "reparation" tendencies, the wishes and efforts
of the child to make good any harm that his aggression and hate
have done (in reality or in phantasy) towards those whom he loves.